
VAN STADEN INJURY FORCES EFC 136 MAIN 
EVENT CHANGE AS SWANEPOEL STEPS IN TO 

FACE SANCHEZ 

 

Johannesburg, South Africa – 19 June 2026 

EFC lightweight champion Martin "The Punisher" van Staden has been forced to withdraw from his 
scheduled EFC 136 championship unification bout against interim champion Adrian Sanchez after 
suffering a recurrence of the same injury that previously prevented the pair from meeting. 

As a result, Sanchez will now face Bradley Swanepoel in the EFC 136 lightweight interim 
championship main event on August 6 at the World Sports Betting EFC Arena. 

The injury marks the second time a scheduled contest between Van Staden and Sanchez has fallen 
through. Their original championship meeting was cancelled when Van Staden was forced out 
through injury, leading to Sanchez competing for and capturing interim lightweight gold. 

Now, with Van Staden again unable to compete and no confirmed timeline for his return, the future of 
the lightweight division remains uncertain. 

Sanchez enters EFC 136 on the strongest run of his professional career. After a difficult and 
inconsistent start to his journey, he has rebuilt his momentum through a four-fight winning streak, 
culminating in victories over Jeferson Pereira and the capture of the interim lightweight 
championship. 

A well-rounded athlete with a proven striking and wrestling game, Sanchez now faces a completely 
different challenge than the one he had been preparing for. 



For Swanepoel, the opportunity represents a second chance at EFC championship gold. 

The South African carries a 7-1 professional record into the contest, with six of his seven victories 
coming by finish. His only defeat inside the EFC Hexagon came in a championship challenge against 
former featherweight champion Igeu Kabesa at EFC 99. 

Since that setback, Swanepoel has returned to winning ways with back-to-back victories and now 
finds himself back in title contention. Despite receiving opportunities to compete internationally, 
Swanepoel elected to remain active on African soil and pursue another opportunity to become an EFC 
champion. 

The matchup presents a fascinating contrast between Sanchez's well-rounded championship game 
and Swanepoel's dangerous submission attack, which has produced finishes throughout his 
professional career. 

What remains beyond EFC 136, however, is less clear. 

Van Staden remains the recognised lightweight champion while continuing his recovery, Sanchez 
remains determined to cement his position at the top of the division, and Swanepoel now has the 
opportunity to dramatically alter the championship landscape. 

The announcement comes ahead of EFC 135, where bantamweight champion Faeez Jacobs is 
scheduled to defend his title against Gift Walker before attention shifts to EFC 136 on August 6. 

Ticket and broadcast information at efcworldwide.com. 
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