
PRIDE FIGHTING ACADEMY'S ISAACS TO 
FACE LION'S DEN'S NGQOYIYA AT EFC 136 

 

Johannesburg, South Africa – 25 June 2026 

Cape Town's Denver "The Inevitable" Isaacs will meet Durban's Philani Ngqoyiya in an intriguing 
flyweight contest at EFC 136 on August 6, as two respected South African MMA camps go head-
to-head inside the Hexagon. 

Isaacs enters the bout looking to build on an impressive professional start. Representing Cape 
Town's Pride Fighting Academy under coach Mike Mouneimne, he made an immediate impact at 
EFC 125 by securing a first-round stoppage victory through strikes. 

A talented all-round athlete with a strong kickboxing foundation, Isaacs combines fast, technical 
striking with effective top control and ground-and-pound. His measured approach inside the 
Hexagon has already marked him as one of the flyweight division's rising prospects. 

He is also part of one of South Africa's most established mixed martial arts teams. Alongside 
current EFC flyweight champion Tumelo Manyamala and interim lightweight champion Adrian 
Sanchez, Isaacs is helping continue Pride Fighting Academy's long tradition of producing elite 
competitors. The Cape Town gym will also have Jessica Mouneimne and Jaden van der Merwe in 
action at EFC 135 next week before Isaacs continues the team's run at EFC 136. 

Standing opposite him will be Durban's Philani Ngqoyiya, who arrives with an accomplished 
amateur pedigree and the motivation to secure his first EFC victory. 



Representing Lion's Den under coach Dave Verster, Ngqoyiya is a multiple IMMAF South Africa 
national medallist who has built his reputation on a well-rounded technical game. Comfortable both 
on the feet and on the ground, he combines a solid kickboxing foundation with polished submission 
skills developed through years of amateur competition. 

Despite falling short in his professional debut, Ngqoyiya remains one of the country's more 
experienced amateur competitors to transition into the professional ranks and will be eager to 
convert that experience into success inside the EFC Hexagon. 

Stylistically, the matchup pits Isaacs' speed, pressure and finishing instincts against Ngqoyiya's 
technical approach and extensive amateur experience. 

For Isaacs, victory would continue the momentum generated by his successful debut and 
strengthen his position in the same division currently ruled by his teammate, Manyamala. 

For Ngqoyiya, the contest presents an opportunity to secure his first professional victory and begin 
converting an accomplished amateur career into success inside the EFC Hexagon. 

The matchup also brings together two respected South African gyms, with Pride Fighting Academy 
and Durban's Lion's Den continuing to develop athletes capable of competing on Africa's biggest 
MMA stage. 

Before attention turns to EFC 136, Pride Fighting Academy will once again be in the spotlight at 
EFC 135 next week, where Jessica Mouneimne takes on Nicole van Wyk and Jaden van der 
Merwe faces Josiah Obasi, giving the Cape Town gym four athletes competing across consecutive 
EFC events. 

The EFC 136 event is headlined by Sanchez vs Swanepoel for the interim lightweight 
championship and is presented by World Sports Betting live from the World Sports Betting EFC 
Arena in Johannesburg, South Africa on August 6. 

Ticket and broadcast information at efcworldwide.com. 
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